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LOCAL FEATURE

news
Extra time in park football row

Opponents have a further
opportunity to derail plans to
build a £2.3 million sports
centre across eight acres of
inner city green belt.

Leisure firm Goal Soccer
Centres hopes to hive off part of
north ManchesterÕs Heaton Park
to build 13 five-a-side astroturf
pitches plus other facilities,
including a climbing wall,
tennis and netball courts, and a
bar.

The controversial proposal
was to be heard by the city
councilÕs planning committee
last month but the application
was withdrawn.

Campaigners hope a publicity
drive could persuade elected
members to vote against the idea
if it is submitted once more.
They have many concerns Ð not
least that the development
would destroy a chunk of one of
the cityÕs few green spaces. 

The company behind the
scheme has been criticised in
the past for targeting public
parkland rather than
redeveloping more expensive
brownfield sites.

In London, popular
campaigns have managed to get
plans for similar Goal centres
shelved in Morden Park,
Regents Park and Wandsworth.

And in a parallel dispute a
few miles away, campaigners in
south Manchester have been
battling moves by West
Didsbury and Chorlton AFC to
develop 20 acres of land on the
Chorlton Meadows beauty spot
as all-weather football facilities. 

People living near Heaton
Park Ð at 640 acres, one of
EuropeÕs largest city parks Ð also

fear problems from noise and
road congestion, as well as light
pollution from the floodlights if
Goal is given the go-ahead. The
centre would open daily and
remain in use as late as 11pm.

Campaigner and lifelong
resident Noreen Kershaw said:
ÒManchester City Council talks
about wanting to be the greenest
council in the country but we
think it is going against its own
policy on this.

ÒA lot of people feel very
strongly about this. WeÕve had
up to 200 people at our
meetings, and have been

collecting signatures on a
petition and lodging objections
to the plan. The council is
passing us off as a group of
nimbys but actually we want to
preserve green spaces for the
good of the whole community.

ÒGoal centres are largely
targeted at young men with
disposible income, and the bar
is a big part of their offering. At
the moment this is precious
green space that can be used by
anyone.Ó

Heaton Park is within
Manchester but adjacent to its
neighbour, Bury. The council is
backing the plan, arguing that
the development would not
change the parkÕs designation as
sporting use land.

Leasing the site to a private
company would bring a
welcome multi-million pound
injection into both the councilÕs
coffers and the boroughÕs
economy during a recession.
And Goal has won favour in
some quarters by promising to
let schoolchildren use its
facilities for free during the day.

Cllr Mike Amesbury,
executive member for culture
and leisure at Manchester City
Council, said: ÒThe original
masterplan for the regeneration
of Heaton Park, which was

ÒWe want to
preserve green
spaces for
community.Ó

Goal Soccer Centres wants to build football pitches at Heaton Park, one of EuropeÕs largest. Photo: Mike Peel

Women nee
Economic regeneration in
former industrial Britain is
vital if the government is to
succeed in lowering the number
of women on incapacity benefit,
say academics.

Of the 2.6 million people on
incapacity benefit in the
country, 1.1 million are women
Ð and their numbers are rising.

In the largest ever study of
this group of claimants,
academics at Sheffield Hallam
and Dundee universities found
they are concentrated in the
same place as men on
incapacity benefits Ð in the
countryÕs former mining and
manufacturing heartlands, often
in the north.

Professor Steve Fothergill
from Sheffield Hallam

agreed by the council in 1997 in
consultation with English
Heritage and the Heritage
Lottery Fund, included the
creation of a sport zone in the
north west corner of the park as
historically this area has always
been used for sports activity.

ÒThis area is also outside the
heritage core of the park, which
includes the restored landscape
around Heaton Hall. As one of
the largest municipal parks in
Europe, Heaton Park caters for
the many and diverse needs of
its community and increased
sports facilities have been called
for in the area for a long time.  

ÒOne of the conditions for the
development of the Sportzones
is that the local community will
be able to access over 50 per
cent of the facilityÕs programme
at discounted rates and we are
confident that it will be of
tremendous benefit for people of
all ages.Ó

Goal Soccer Centres declined
to comment.
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